
Rebels. Anarchists. Trouble-makers. 
For years, student activists have 
been prone to such labels simply 

because they resist against policies and 
changes that  would impact  society 
negatively. Yet, for all their “troublesome” 
w a y s ,  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i s t s  h a v e  b e e n 
instrumental  in creating change so 
powerful, it lingers for decades.

Goa's half-fare bus ticket concession for 
school students is a prime example of this. 
Lauded for helping thousands of poor 
families, this scheme would not have come 
about if it weren't for the brave efforts of 
Goa's student activists in the late 70s. 
Among those names is Prashant Naik, then 
an 11th standard student, who stood 
shoulder to shoulder with other activists at 
the time like Sandesh Prabhudesai and 
Mohandas Lolienkar to demand for half-
fare.

These students, teenagers at the time, 
erected road blocks and other protests to get 
their demands met. They were greeted by 
physical abuse and imprisonment. Mr Naik 
says it was this incident that spurred his 
activism days. “At that time, there were a few 
colleges in Goa,” he says. “You had St 
Xavier's College and DMC in Mapusa, 
Dempo in Panjim and Shree Damodar in 
Margao but there were no colleges in 
Canacona or Quepem, Pernem or Bicholim 
so it was becoming very difficult for the poor 
to send their children to colleges.”

Eventually, Mr Naik says they were 
approached by students from other parts of 
Goa to stage similar protests in his 
hometown of Canacona along with other 
students. “We blocked the roads, we got 
arrested and we got lathi-charged and I was 
imprisoned for one day.”

Their struggles bore fruit though. The then 

Chief Minister Shashikala Kakodkar 
announced concessions on bus fare. The 
students won. However, this was just the 
beginning. Mr Naik says in 1980, when he 
was a first year college student, the state was 
rocked by a marks scandal involving the 
then Education Minister  Francisco 
Sardinha and his niece. “His niece was 
a p p e a r i n g  f o r  t h e  1 2 t h  s t a n d a r d 
examination and she applied for  a 
verification and her marks increased. At that 
time, the students community got to know 
that there was a scandal that was going on. 
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ents community got together and had a 
major agitation in Goa.” Mr Naik and his 
peers withstood enormous pressure from 
the Minister and his constituents. The 
students clinched another victory when the 
Minister resigned from his post.

“Even in the 80s the students union was 
really vibrant and buzzing but we don't see 
this now.”He says it was saddening to see 
that there was no pushback from the local 
student community regarding the son of the 
Deputy Speaker using a fake degree. “This is 
a serious issue and students need to speak 
up about it.” Activism in the hands of a 
collective group like school students helped 
raise a unified front, something so strong 
which led to the resignation of two 
Education Ministers in the 80s. For Mr 
Naik, the decline in student activism in Goa 
is something that can change, but only if the 
young people are involved.

“In our time, 75 per cent attendance was not 
necessary. We were outside, we were part of 
our movements but we still passed our 
classes. “I think for students, it's important 

to be involved. If  you see injustice 
happening around you, you must fight 
against it.”

Now more than ever, it is vital for students to 
rise up against injustice and become active 
members of society rather than passive 
bystanders. Armchair criticism or activism 
is one which is adopted by many nowadays 
with the help of social media.While this does 
help in bringing awareness to a certain 
matter, at times it is vital for students to 
show up and voice their concerns in person 
rather than from behind a smartphone. 

There are students who are speaking against 
garbage, casinos and environmental issues. 
However, many students come alive during 
university elections and with pride they 
show their affiliations to political parties. 
More importantly, it is necessary for 
students to engage in constructive discourse 
and action about issues in order to create a 
change for the better. The student’s voices 
are real and the over-riding opinion must be 
heard .The youth of today have a future 
ahead of them and should get into decision 
making as  that will decide their future in the 
country.
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T
h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f 
Journalism and  Mass 
Communication scaled up 

North India, to the national 
capital, New Delhi as part of the 
a n n u a l  m e d i a  s t u d y  t o u r 
organized for the final year 
students. As healthy interaction 
with professionals from the field 
enables students get better 
insights and understanding, and 
help go beyond the classroom 
experience to learn more. 

T h e  w e e k  l o n g  t o u r  f r o m 
t h r d

November 17  to 23 , 2019 
enabled the final year students to 
open up to them a cornucopia of 
ideas and opportunities for one 
to pursue in the near future. On 
the first day, a visit to the 
Parliament of India aided the 
students to understand better the 
legislative structure of the 
country, and also how elected 
representat ives '  carry  out 
business, claiming to represent 
the public's concerns.

The  fo l lowing  day ,  a  very 
interactive session was held with 
The Quint-News portal, where 
team led by Jaskirat Singh Bawa, 

senior editor explained students 
about the functioning of their 
digital news portal, and how they 
use this digital tool to get past to 
their audience. 
Aishwarya S. Iyer, a reporter at 
The Quint also shared her 
journey in the field of journalism, 
and directed students to be alert 
when looking out for story ideas. 
'WebQoof' – The Quint's fake 
news and fact checking initiative 
was also highlighted, and how 
Google reverse image search 
verification can enable us to 
debug fake news. Something 
creativethat caught the student's 
eye was The Quint's Lab, which is 
a micro-site that hosts special 
projects on different occasions, 
was also addressed. 

Visit to Republic TV had a 
different atmosphere, where 
digital studio set-up and high-
end production control rooms 
opened up a profusion of chances 
for students wanting to pursue 
future lines in production. 
During the visit students also 
witnessed how the news channel 
broadcast live news and produce 
a panel discussion.

On the final day of the media 
tour, students visited the A.J. 
Kidwai Mass Communication 
Research Centre at the Jamia 
Millia Islamia University in New 
Delhi. Here, studio lightings, 
editing techniques, set-up and 
productions, along with the 
community radio station at the 
University were explained. 

This was followed by a visit to the 
NDTV Studio, which presentedto 
the students how professional 
national news channels function. 
A visit to the production control 
room, along with the NDTV desk 
was a part of the visit.  

The Delhi-NCR region is rich 
with Indian history, and holds 
significant value to the way our 
country has shaped forward. The 
students visited the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Museum and the Indira 
Gandhi Memorial, which had on 
display different pieces of history 
associated with the Nehru and 
the Gandhi families. Besides this, 
Humayun's Tomb, Qutub Minar, 
Red Fort, and  India Gate were 
also some locations covered 
during the tour.  

Like everyone else, I love flowers too,
They look so beautiful and that's true.

I have seen people buying flowers ,
Has anyone thought of leaves which embowers.

Stupid of me no one buy them,
Everyone likes the flower with its stem.

Leaves are also capable of making things beautiful,
It can also make your mood cheerful.

I don't search for flowers,
I search for leaves which empowers.

Maybe it's the ignorance which has made it so beautiful,
Oh that's an idea which is so thoughtful!

Nandini Dasgupta, FYBA

Why do we always narrow our minds to the physical appearance when it comes to the concept of beauty? This reminds me, one of the 
thoughts from my dairy, "when you are in love, you cannot differentiate between a leaf and a flower." 

This simply means, if love is in your heart, you perceive the leaves to be equally beautiful as you think of flowers. You cannot differentiate, 
as you love them with a gorgeous heart and there is no barrier for your love. In this poem, I have tried to show the beauty of leaves which 
are equally appreciable as flowers, fruits and twigs.

Poem by Nandini Dasgupta, 

The student’s movements were  
powerful during the opinion poll in 
1967.

Support in the language movement 
was also tremendous in the 1987.

Goa  Bachao Abhiyan (GBA) in 2007 
was also headed by the students.

50 percent bus concession for 
students.

Movement like admission on merit 
was also carried out successfully by 
students.

I am glad to know that the Department of 
Journalism is releasing its second  issue 
of the newsletter 'Xavier's Post' .

At the very outset I would like to Praise 
the Almighty for giving us the grace to 
fight the deadly virus and welcome each 
other  once again.  Let  this  be  an 
opportunity for a renewal of our lives and 
care of God's creation. 

After the lockdown and during the long 
vacations, there is no doubt that the 
release of  Xavier's Post will be an 
interesting addition to the Readers' list. 

We are blessed by an enthusiastic and 
inspiring staff and students that make the 
department engage in a number of 
activities and achieve laurels which are 
highlighted in this newsletter. It is also a 
forum for the students and the staff to 
express their thoughts and feelings 
related to the experiences they have had 
during the second half of the academic 
year 2019-2020. 

 I express my deepest gratitude to the 
editorial and student teams for their co-
operation and hard work in making 
possible such an amazing  newsletter. 

 Warm wishes and all the best in all your 
endeavours.

Dr. (Mrs.) Blanche Mascarenhas
 Principal 



 
 The Kings School, Margao Triumphs at the 

Six edition of MediaScope  
 

Visit to Trinity Music House

Workshop on TV Anchoring

Visit to Indigo 91.9 fm

Workshop on Indoor lighting & 
photography

Visit to Museum of Goa

 
 Final Year Journalism Students visit Times of India, Goa Office 

Jaden Maskie- The Rising Star of Goa 

The Kings School emerged champions 
of Mediascope 6.0 – an inter higher 
secondary school event organized by 

the Departments of Mass Communication 
and Journalism of St. Xavier's College, 
Mapusa, on December 16, 2019. Students 
took part in competitions like Mad Ad, 
Rangoli Fusion, Quiz, Photography, 
Amazing race, Dance, Wordsmith and Insta 
Hi!

Sharada Mandir grabbed the second spot, 
narrowly missing glory, while Shantadurga 
HSS had to settle for third. The sixth edition 
of Mediascope  saw a total of 10 schools 
battling it out in various on-stage and off-
stage events spread across the day for the 
rolling trophy.

Administrator of the college Fr. Zeferino 
D'Souza, through his welcome address, 
urged students to be truthful in their 
journalistic writings. Principal Dr. Mrs. 
Blanche Mascarenhas shared her views on 
Mediascope as she welcomed the chief guest 
Devika Sequeira and the other schools and 
encouraged the students to go a mile further 
in the field of media.

Devika Sequeira, an independent journalist 
and a regular contributor to The Wire, The 
Times of India and Herald, took the 
audience on a nostalgic trip as she discussed 
how mobile and internet were not accessible 
when it came to being a journalist back in 
her days. “I expect the young journalist to be 
truthful and bold and don't fear asking 

questions to people in power; read good 
books as they will help you to write better,” 
she advised the young audience.

At the valedictory function, the Mass 
Communication and Journalism students 
entertained the audience with their 
melodious voices and an array of mash-up 
dances. The hosts for the event were 
Anushka Sharma, Asher Fernandes, Krysla 
Menezes, Rebecca Valles and Galita Gracias.

The various colleges that participated were 
The Kings Shool, Shantadurga HSS, DMS 
HSS, Sharada Mandir HSS, Our Lady of the 
Rosary HSS, St. Xavier's HSS, RMS HSS, 
Loyola's HSS and Dempo HSS. 

Competition wise list of Winners

Mad Ad- Shantadurga HSS    
Quiz-  VM RMS hss    

Rangoli Fusion- Loyala HSS    
Amazing Race- Kings School   

Photography- Kings School HSS    
Dance- Shantadurga HSS     

Insta Hi- Sharada Mandir HSS   
Wordsmith- The Kings School   

Mad Ad- Loyala HSS
Quiz- Sharada Mandir

Rangoli Fusion- Sharada Mandir HSS
Amazing Race- Sharada Mandir HSS
Photography- Sharada Mandir HSS

Dance- Kings School
Insta Hi-Loyala HSS

Wordsmith- Sharada Mandir

Competition wise list of Runners-up

N
o study is  complete without 
professional  experience and 
insights into the field. Hence, to 

understand the subject of News Media 
Management from the experienced field 
workers, the Department of Journalism 
organized a field-visit for the third year 
Journalism students on Tuesday, March 3, 
2020. Students along with three faculty 
members, Dinesh Nirawdekar, Nitin 
Volvoikar and Rohan Da Costa got the 
opportunity to gain valuable knowledge 
from the expertise of  Times of India (TOI) 
Goa Edition newspaper organization. The 
experts, Sachin Sakhalkar, Manager of the 
Advertising Department and Sujit Patole, 
Deputy Manager of the Research and 
Marketing Department (RMD)  welcomed 
the media students and professors. 

Sujit Patole of the RMD, also known as the 
Circulation Department, explained his 
responsibilities in the news organization on 
a day-to-day basis. When asked about the 
circulation of the TOI newspaper, Patole 
said that it was around 27,000. The 
deadline for the editorial team is to submit 
at midnight, after which newspapers are 
printed and kept ready to deliver. Patole 
also spoke about how vehicles are assigned 
to different localities to deliver to the local 
vendors so that it's further delivered to 
homes. 

Praising their national presence, Sachin 
Sakhalkar of the Advertising Department 

boasted about TOI e-copy which can be 
accessed by anyone but the preference 
varies from age groups of people. He 
elaborated on how being in the printed 
media industry is a struggle everyday with 
the increasing amount of competition not 
with others but themselves. Sakhalkar pride 
fully touches upon the other newspapers, 
news and entertainment channels, mobile 
applications owned by the Times Group. To 
shed light on his expertise, he began by 
saying that TOI is the biggest and number 
one newspaper in the whole of India with 23 
editions. 

Sakhalkar gave examples of the different 
types of advertisements put up on TOI to 
catch the attention of the readers and please 
the clients. The students carefully examined 
t h e  d u m m y  b o o k  o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e 
advertisements which was passed around 
during Sakhalkar's discussion. 

Patole believes that the biggest challenge 
TOI faces is, it doesn't sacrifice on the 
content due to which many advertisements 
are not taken. Adding to that Sakhalkar 
quoted, “We compromise with the revenue 
but we don't compromise with the product 
and that's one of our policies”. 

The field trip to TOI was an enriching 
experience for the journalism students to 
understand the technicalities of the 
newspaper organization's functioning other 
than just the editorial part of it. 

s a young kid of age 8, little Jaden had 

Afallen head over heels in love with 
music and singing.  He had also been 

working as a voice actor for various Films 
like Winnie The Pooh, (Hindi version), 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
(Hindi version), 'Voice of Rahul' for a series 
'Defective Detectives' by Tinkle Comics and 
Advertisements such as Honda Mibilio, 
KFC, Nestle and many others  including Ben 
10 on Cartoon Network his entire childhood. 
Not only that had been singing for musicals 
and competitions in school too, which 
contributed to his confidence to hone skills 
to a greater extent. He has also won  Xavier’s 
Got Talent competition at St. Xaviers 
College, Mapusa. All of these little steps 
finally drove him to take the decision to 
make singing a full-fledged career for 
himself, with the support of his family.  

A self-made singer, he started off by making 
YouTube videos at the age of 16 and 
gradually started gaining recognition from 
people across India. This created a lot of 
buzz about him, specially in his hometown 
Goa from where he started going to his very 
first shows and even participated in 

competitions around the State.  His 
inspiration to begin a career in music as such 
comes from his very own mother, who has 
sung for tons of films and done shows 
around the world and gives her all the credit 
for what he become now. 

Talking about his success, his first debut 
single, 'Not My Mistake' has created a huge 
audience for him, he stated that he was taken 
by surprise when he got to know that the 
song had got over 20K streams, in the first 
few weeks itself. The overwhelming positive 
responses drive him to carry on and give it 
his all for his upcoming works.

He plans on working with Emmanuel De 
Noronha, another one of our budding Goan 
music artists for a single and two solos, 
Tsumyoki, the well-known Goan rapper for  
his song 'Run Away' for his own album. It is 
just the beginning for our young artist, one 
of the rising stars who have a long way to go.  
The amount of love & recognition he is 
getting right now is all well-deserved 
because he has worked hard enough to get 
where he is and it is even tougher as he has 
started off from scratch.

 
 Students Attend Prime Time Talk Series 

S
t u d e n t  o f  d e p a r t m e n t  o f 
J o u r n a l i s m  a n d  M a s s 
Communication of St. Xavier's 

college took part in the talk series titled 
'Prime Time- Talk series 2020' organized 
by Don Bosco College, Panaji. The Talk 
Series was held on 13th February 2020 in 
the Bi-Centenary Hall to understand the 
world of Media, featuring several well-
known professionals from the Goan 
Media Industry. 

Prime Talks was inaugurated by Goa's 
well-known Journalist and the Editor of 
Prudent Media Mr. Pramod Acharya. 
The first session was delivered by Mr. 
Sachin Surlekar, an Actor and also host 
of Yuva Panti programme broadcasted 
on Prudent Media, he spoke about Film 
& Television.

Mr. Pravin Sabnis, Goa's acclaimed 
Corporate Trainer conducted his session 
on Power of Passion and how an 
individual can convert his Passion into 
Profession. Maria Philipose, a Fashion & 
Food Photographer by Passion & 
Profession conducted the third session 
on the topic Photography - Finding your 
Voice.

The final session was conducted by Mr. 
Floyd Tavares who is an award-winning 
Marketer and has co-founded Dranding 
Consulting conducted a workshop on the 
topic: Social Media in the Business 
World. Prime Talks 2020 was an indeed 
a platform to gain inspiration and 
knowledge and it provided a view into 
the large spectrum of the Media Industry 
in India.

Final year students of B.A.  journalism

Sachin Sakhalkar briefing the students

“Media tour 2019 was one of the most anticipated 
activity of my college journey.  Our study tour was 
organized in New Delhi, capital of our country and 
it has been a wonderful & very educative tour 
clubed with some amazing site seeing. For me this 
tour was quite an eye opener, as organization like 
Republic TV, NDTV and The Quint helped me 
understand how national level media actually 
functions. This tour also broadened my horizons in 
terms choosing a career option in future.” - Amogh 
Golatkar, TYBA Journalism

“One place that fascinated me the most during the 
media study tour was A.J. Kidwai, Jamia Milia 
Islamia Central University. I loved their studio and 
the facilities that they provide to their media 
students. Faculty was also friendly enough and 
briefed us about the media courses offered at the 
university. The campus is pretty huge with 
greenery all around. It has enough places for 
studying and for co-curicular activities.  In future I 
would definitely like to visit the institute and 
pursue higher education.”-  Rifa Shaikh, TYBA 
Journalism

 
 Students  feedback on Media Tour 

Jaden while performing at Xaviers Got 
Talent Competition

by Sarah Aga, FYBA

by Mellisa Pacheco, TYBA
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